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Dear ARP friends, 
Happy Friday! Issue #10 of ARP’s weekly newsletter continues its revised format for an easy, 
link-free scan of this week’s headlines and highlights. If you’re motivated to learn more about 
any stories, you can read the full, link-enabled newsletter on the ARP website, as always. 
The link to the newsletter is right here: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/media 
 
 
May 29, 2020 
 
Noteworthy in Issue #10: The next round of papers from our research symposium turns 
attention to the art of contract management from three perspectives. In the news: SASC leaders 
want DoD to try a new way to budget and manage capabilities in the Indo-Pacific theater; how to 
acquire AI continues to present challenges; and more. As always, keep letting us know if you 
have work we can highlight in future issues.   
 
 
ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #20: Contemporary Challenges in Contract Management 
Non-Competitive Contracting: Lessons from Contracting Personnel 
Latika Hartmann (Naval Postgraduate School), Josh Cissell (Contract Manager, F-22 
Modernization/F-119 Sustainment), Rene Rendon (Naval Postgraduate School) 
• Micro-abstract: We survey a small group of Air Force contracting personnel to 
understand their views on contracting in sole-source environments. Our findings suggest 
Air Force contracting personnel in this setting know that sellers in noncompetitive 
relationships have more leverage and power than the buyer. 
• Read the paper and presentation.   
 
Evaluating the Impact of Contracting “Tripwires” on Service Acquisitions 
William Lucyshyn (Center for Public Policy and Private Enterprise), Samuel Quist (University of 
Maryland) 
• Micro-abstract: The report evaluates how tripwire implementation, on the whole and in 
specific instances, has impacted acquisition outcomes and examines the empirical basis 
for specific tripwire thresholds and their approval authorities. 
• Read the paper.  
 
A Rendezvous with Discretion: An Analysis of Federal Simplified Acquisition Procedure 
Contracts 
Benjamin Brunjes (University of Washington) 
• Micro-abstract: This paper assesses how federal contracting officials use discretion 
afforded via simplified acquisition procedures (SAP) to influence equity and 
performance. 
• Read the paper.         
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium: https://event.nps.edu/conf/app/researchsymposium/home#!/page/148 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
The Pacific Deterrence Initiative: Peace Through Strength in the Indo-Pacific 
Sen. Jim Inhofe and Sen. Jack Reed 
The best way to protect U.S. security and prosperity in Asia is to maintain a credible balance of 
military power. But America’s ability to do so is at risk. And it’s not just U.S. interests at stake. 
Allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific are watching closely, and wondering whether they will be 
able to count on America. 
With the stakes so high, the time for action is now. That’s why this year we intend to establish a 
Pacific Deterrence Initiative in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021. The 
Pacific Deterrence Initiative will enhance budgetary transparency and oversight, and focus 
resources on key military capabilities to deter China. The initiative will also reassure U.S. allies 
and partners, and send a strong signal to the Chinese Communist Party that the American 
people are committed to defending U.S. interests in the Indo-Pacific. 
What the Pacific Deterrence Initiative Will Do 
The Pentagon is taking challenges in the Indo-Pacific seriously, and has made some important 
progress implementing the National Defense Strategy in the region. That’s especially true when 
it comes to rebuilding readiness and investing in modernization. Unfortunately, the progress to 
date has been insufficient to achieve the “urgent change at significant scale” that is required. 
The Pacific Deterrence Initiative will improve the implementation of the National Defense 
Strategy in the Indo-Pacific, and incentivize the Pentagon to better prioritize the region in its 
annual budget process. 
First, the Pacific Deterrence Initiative will enhance budgetary transparency and congressional 
oversight. The National Defense Strategy refocused the Pentagon on strategic competition with 
China and Russia, elevating the priority of the Indo-Pacific and European theaters. But while 
translating regional priorities into budget priorities is a critical aspect of implementing the 
National Defense Strategy, it’s also a major challenge for the current Pentagon budget process. 
The United States needs to shift the balance from the current focus on platforms and programs 
toward the specific missions its warfighters may be called upon to perform. A mission-oriented 
approach will bring more attention to the joint and enabling capabilities that are essential to their 
success. 
Read more.  
 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
The Pentagon’s artificial intelligence hub wants unilateral acquisition power 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISR Net 
Army seeking technologies that will better ‘harness’ its data 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
Space Acquisition: Speed May Not Fix Problems, Critics Say 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense 
F-35 Costs Drop for Building Jets But Rise for Operating Them 
Anthony Capaccio, Bloomberg 
DoD moves AI development to Air Force’s Cloud One as JEDI protest drags on 
Jared Serbu and Scott Maucione, Federal News Network 
CMMC looks to clear up questions about cybersecurity assessors 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
A Snapshot of Government-wide Contracting for FY 2019 (infographic) 
U. S. Government Accountability Office 
 
Events (Upcoming and Recent) 
 
Government Contract Pricing Summit 
Hosted by ProPricing. June 24-25, 2020. 
Challenges to the Industrial Base during Covid-19 
Center for Strategic and International Studies.  Recorded May 28, 2020. 
AI, Defense, and Intelligence: A Conversation with JAIC Director Lt. Gen. John N.T. 
“Jack” Shanahan 




Research and Higher Education  
 
10 Predictions for Higher Education’s Future 
John Kroger, Inside Higher Ed 
2020 Annual Report: Additional Opportunities to Reduce Fragmentation, Overlap, and 
Duplication and Achieve Billions in Financial Benefits 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
Prioritizing Weapon System Cybersecurity in a Post-Pandemic Defense Department 
Morgan Dwyer, Center for Strategic and International Studies 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Focus on US as main opponent, says China military strategist 
Matt Ho, South China Morning Post 
Here’s the Pentagon’s plan to help the US stay ahead on 5G 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
New Cyber Office Will Unify NAVSEA’s Digital Efforts 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
Will defense budgets remain ‘sticky’ after the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Eric Lofgren, Defense News 
Marine Corps to Shut Down, Cut Back 7 MOSs as the Force Prepares for Change 
Gina Harkins, Military.com 
Here’s Big Navy’s COVID-19 deployment guidance 
Geoff Ziezulewicz, Navy Times 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
 
Did acquisition restrictions exacerbate PPE supply challenges? 
Mike Hettinger and Richard Beutel 
Some major Army programs slip due to coronavirus effect 
Scott Maucione, Federal News Network 
The Pentagon has spent 23% of its COVID-19 response funds. Congress is asking why 
not more. 
Joe Gould, Defense News  
 
Congress  
Senate’s NDAA markup is two weeks away. How will the pandemic change things? 
Joe Gould, Defense News  
 
Inhofe, Reed back new military fund to confront China 
Joe Gould and Aaron Mehta, Defense News 
HASC leadership outlines ‘concerns’ over Ligado in new letter 
Aaron Mehta and Mike Gruss, C4ISR Net 
Read the newsletter online:  
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